
8-Principles
for Working Life

INTERDEPENDENCE

JUSTICE

LOVETRUTH

STEWARDSHIP SERVICE

SACRIFICE

HOPE



STEWARDSHIP

8-Principles
for Working Life

INTERDEPENDENCE

JUSTICE

LOVETRUTH

SERVICE

SACRIFICE

HOPE

From the Bible:
"The Lord God took the 
man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it 
and to care for it"  (Genesis 
2:15)
"Each of us will give an 
account of himself to God"  
(Romans 14:12)
"Give an account of your 
management."  (Luke 16:2)



STEWARDSHIP

8-Principles
for Working Life

INTERDEPENDENCE

JUSTICE

LOVETRUTH

SERVICE

SACRIFICE

HOPE

Key points:
To remember that nothing is ours 
permanently, but is entrusted to us 
to use well for a short time, and 
then to give an account
To leave things better than we 
found them, for the good of those 
who follow us.

From the Bible:
"The Lord God took the 
man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it 
and to care for it"  (Genesis 
2:15)
"Each of us will give an 
account of himself to God"  
(Romans 14:12)
"Give an account of your 
management."  (Luke 16:2)
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From the Bible, the words of 
Jesus:

"Whoever wants to be great 
among you must be your servant. 
... Even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve." 
(Mark 10:42-45)
"Serve one another in love"  
(Galatians 5:13)
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Key points:
To remember that 
positions of leadership 
are positions of service.
To reorient our minds 
from control and 
exploitation to service 
and support.

From the Bible, the words of 
Jesus:

"Whoever wants to be great 
among you must be your servant. 
... Even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve." 
(Mark 10:42-45)
"Serve one another in love"  
(Galatians 5:13)
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The message of the prophet Micah:
"What does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love 

mercy, and to walk humbly with your God."  (Micah 6:8)
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Key points:
To seek fairness in the treatment of others, especially those 
less able to defend themselves against inequity.
To consult and explain when hard choices have to be 
implemented.

The message of the prophet Micah:
"What does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love 

mercy, and to walk humbly with your God."  (Micah 6:8)
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From the Bible, the words of Jesus:
"Each of you should look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 
Jesus ..."  (Philippians 2:45)
"... not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life."  (Mark 10:42-45)
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Key points:
To put the wellbeing of others ahead of our own convenience.
To give priority to the long term over quick gains now.
To place principle above profit.

From the Bible, the words of Jesus:
"Each of you should look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 
Jesus ..."  (Philippians 2:45)
"... not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life."  (Mark 10:42-45)
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Jesus:

"Honest scales and balances 
are from the Lord." (Proverbs 
16:11)
"Do not lie to each other" 
(Colossians 3:9)
"... speaking the truth in love." 
(Ephesians 4:15)
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Key points:
To make certain that manifesto 
promises are kept, and future 
promises are capable of being 
kept.
To avoid exaggeration, false 
accusation and misrepresentation
Allow others to speak the truth 

From the Bible, the words of 
Jesus:

"Honest scales and balances 
are from the Lord." (Proverbs 
16:11)
"Do not lie to each other" 
(Colossians 3:9)
"... speaking the truth in love." 
(Ephesians 4:15)
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Jesus:

"Let no debt remain 
outstanding except the 
continuing debt to love one 
another, for he who loves his 
fellowman has fulfilled the law. 
... Love your neighbour as 
yourself."  (Romans 13:8,9)
"In everything, do to others 
what you would have them do 
to you."  (Matthew 7:12)
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Key points:
To emphasise the love that 
gives, rather than the desire 
that wants and takes.
To place the interests of others 
ahead of personal benefit
To develop and implement 
policies which strengthen and 
develop those who rely on us.

From the Bible, the words of 
Jesus:

"Let no debt remain 
outstanding except the 
continuing debt to love one 
another, for he who loves his 
fellowman has fulfilled the law. 
... Love your neighbour as 
yourself."  (Romans 13:8,9)
"In everything, do to others 
what you would have them do 
to you."  (Matthew 7:12)
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From the Bible:
"The eye cannot say to the hand, ... 
and the head cannot say to the feet, 
'I don't need you!"  On the contrary, 
those parts ... that seem to be 
weakest are indispensable." (1 
Corinthians 12:21)
"If you keep on biting ... each other, 
...you will be destroyed by each 
other."  (Galatians 5:15)
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Key points:
To remember that none 
of us is an isolated 
island.
To understand not only 
who we rely on, but also 
who relies on us.
Mutual support ... joined 
up activity"

From the Bible:
"The eye cannot say to the hand, ... 
and the head cannot say to the feet, 
'I don't need you!"  On the contrary, 
those parts ... that seem to be 
weakest are indispensable." (1 
Corinthians 12:21)
"If you keep on biting ... each other, 
...you will be destroyed by each 
other."  (Galatians 5:15)
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From the Bible:
"The God of hope"  (Romans 15:13)

"I know the plans I have for you, ... 
plans to give you hope and a 
future." (Jeremiah 29:11)

"Wisdom is sweet to your soul; if 
you find it, there is a future hope 
for you, ad your hope will not be 
cut off." (Proverbs 24:14)
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Key points:
To remember that one 
disappointment or failure is 
not the end of everything.
To support and strengthen 
those who see themselves 
as without a future.
To exercise patience

From the Bible:
"The God of hope"  (Romans 15:13)

"I know the plans I have for you, ... 
plans to give you hope and a 
future." (Jeremiah 29:11)

"Wisdom is sweet to your soul; if 
you find it, there is a future hope 
for you, and your hope will not be 
cut off." (Proverbs 24:14)
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