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Overview

  From where do we come?
  Do we have any common values, any 

common reference, any common 
background?

 What is culture?
  One definition says: Culture is habits



Jerusalem, Athens and Rome

  Culture is habits 

  Why these cities? 
  Here we have written information
  Human rights



Jerusalem with the Jewish 
and the Christian faiths

  God is a just God, unchangeable and just 

  God is God for the future, not only for the 
golden days once, but for the good days 
ahead

  Property 

  Family



Athens and Rome

  Athens: No longer the tribe, but the city!
  The city is a òpolisò
  Open for debate, discussion, democracy
  Rome. Now from city to the state with 

roads, army etc.
  and Roman rights, justice etc.
  All 3 cities had: architecture, theatres, art, 

etc. This was like the putty, the mortal
  312 AD Christianity became the state 

religion



Church

  The cities lost influence, but the church still 
was there and was a cultural centre

  1400-1500 AD the Renaissance, 
the Reformation and the written word 

  Renaissance means a new birth: 
God is just, merciful, unchangeable

  Science
  Time of enlightenment, the French 

Revolution
  Beheading of the people in power


