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Primary calling           

Secondary calling

Primary calling – to …         

Secondary calling – for …



Calling (you are called)

… in order to be sent

”Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an 
apostle and set apart for the gospel of God.”

Romans 1:1



Apostle Paul –

“… this grace was given me: to 

preach to the Gentiles (…) mystery 

(…) accomplished in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. In him and through faith in 

him we may approach God with 

freedom and confidence.

Ephesians 3:8-12



Paul CALLED to be an apostle …

Romans 1:1

… this GRACE
was given me: to preach to the Gentiles 

(…) 

Ephesians 3:8-12



Every Christian is given ”this grace” 

– in different forms / ways… 

This is what we know as 

responsibilities, tasks, jobs etc. 

Gifts in the body of Christ.



“It is wonderful privilege to be a missionary 
or a pastor, if God calls us to it. But it is 
equally wonderful to be a Christian lawyer, 
industrialist, politician, manager, social 
worker, television script writer, or home-
maker, if God calls us to it.”

John Stott, The Contemporary Christian, IVP



Two tax collectors…

Matthew, disciple 

– Matthew 9:9

Zacchaeus, chief tax collector 

– Luke 19:1-10



Matthew

One of the twelve disciples. Became a „Christian‟ 

and quit his previous profession. Responding to 

Jesus‟s invitation decided to follow Him „full 

time‟.

– Matthew 9:9

Zacchaeus

A chief tax collector in Jericho. Became a 

„Christian‟ and yet, stayed in his original 

profession. Zacchaeus continued to work in the 

tax office.

– Luke 19:1-10



Bible doesn‟t say that one decision 

was better than the other… Both were 

equally respected and „used‟ by God. 

”According to Romans 13:4 an official of the state is just 
as much a „minister of God‟ as a pastor.”

John Stott, The Contemporary Christian, IVP



Yet, what is happening 

between…

Calling – ??? – Sending



Apostle Paul

Calling: 

(Saul) fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, 
"Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" "Who are you, 
Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting," he replied. "Now get up and go into the city, 
and you will be told what you must do." 

Acts 9:3-6

Sending: 
In the church at Antioch (…) the Holy Spirit said, "Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them." So after they had fasted and prayed, 
they placed their hands on them and sent them off.

Acts 13:1-3 

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors… 
2 Corinthians 5:20



Calling of God‟s prophets:

1)  Isaiah 6:1-9

2)  Jeremiah 1:5-10

3)  Ezekiel 1:28 – 2:8 and 3:10-11



What is the pattern there?

Calling 
- personal encounter with God

Responding    
- feeling of inadequacy, sinfulness
- making oneself available
- submitting

Equipping (Following)
- receiving training, instructions
- equipping, preparing
- assurance of God‟s power, presence, support

Sending
- setting apart for specific task, mission,
according to ap. Paul – GRACE



- Calling 

- Responding  

- Equipping (Following)

- Sending

= Discipleship



Jesus went up on a mountainside 
and called to him those he wanted, 
and they came to him. He appointed 
twelve - designating them apostles -
that they might be with him and that 
he might send them out to preach 
and to have authority to drive out 
demons. 

Mark 3:13-15



Jesus … called to him

they came to him … 

that they might be with him …

that he might send them out …

to have authority …



The apostles gathered around Jesus 
and reported to him all they had done 
and taught. 

Mark 6:30

By this time it was late in the day, so his 
disciples came to him.

Mark 6:35



Identity in … Ministry in …

Word
Unchangeable

World
Changing

Faithful to … Relevant to …



Four possible equations* …

1) Christian Student + University
(Graduate + Work Place / Public Arena)

= Christian Student + University

= „Sub-Christian‟** Student + University

2) Christian Student + University
(Graduate + Work Place / Public Arena)

= A little bit of both

3) Christian Student + University
(Graduate + Work Place / Public Arena)

= Non-Christian

4) Christian Student + University
(Graduate + Work Place / Public Arena)

= Christian Student at the University

= „Salt-Christian‟** Student at the University

* Concept adapted from the IVCF materials

** „Sub-Christian‟ and „Salt-Christian‟ – terms used by Mats Tunehag



Daniel, 

civil servant in Babylon: 

• Convictions

• Habits

• Friends



“The biggest punishment for 

withdrawing from politics is 

that someone less 

responsible and qualified 

will govern you.”

Plato 


